Impact of an Alert System on Quality Indicators in Patients With Acute Promyelocytic Leukemia.
Acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL), once the most lethal form of adult acute leukemia, has become the most curable. The goal of early and well-managed treatment induction is to reduce the malignant burden of promyelocytes to below the cytologically detectable level. Oncology nurses who care for patients with APL need to be acutely aware of the basic differences in this disease from other forms of leukemia, including the two main complications for the newly diagnosed patient. This article will briefly review APL and its associated presenting symptoms, prognosis, treatment, and complications. These complications require immediate activation of expert staff and resources to protect critically ill patients with APL from associated morbidity and mortality.